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peel it off top to toe, but when the new skin forms, 
there you are again: a barber�œa shepherd�œa scav-
�6�?�8�6�C���������:�C�:�D���"�2�C�?�2�5�ž�D��Tale Danda 21) 
                                       Caste system in Indian society has created a 
social rift among human beings and has divided the 
whole society into closed compartments. Because of 
caste hierarchy, which has religion sanction, some 
groups have been privileged and the others are de-
prived of fundamental rights even today. It has pervad-
ed all spheres of socio-cultural life. Literature is also 
infected with it. Before some decades, literature was 
puppet in the hands of the privileged sections of the 
society and the writers either intentionally brushed 
aside the issues of the deprived sections of the society 
or they presented distorted version of it. Undoubtedly 
writers like Munshi Premchand touched the issues con-
cerning the lowest rungs of the society, however, his 
pen depicted them as dejected, poor, passive bearer of 
the atrocities of the upper castes, thus he could not do 
justice with them.  
                     In the contemporary scenario, Dalit writers have 
started writing for themselves and disrupting the set 
norms of writing literature. The literature produced by 
them differ in tone and tenor. Depicting the horrible 
face of caste hierarchy and unveiling inhuman practic-
es of the upper castes, they have disrupted the canoni-
cal narratives and set the alternative narratives in the 
realm of literature which seems to be a challenge to the 
main-stream writers and intellectuals. They are taking 
it as a revolt instead of accepting it as a torch to evalu-
ate the deeds of their forefathers. Dalit literature, which 
refers to such writings by those who are categorized as 
Dalits, lays bare the missing lessons of humanity be-
fore the readers. It is true that anger and resistance is 
seen in this literature but it is natural because sweet 
words and soothing expression cannot be expected 
from those who have suffered indignation, humiliation, 
torture and brutality just because they were born in a 
caste which is recognized as low. It is a slap on the 
face of humanity that even today such practices exist in 
the society. Some may argue that now caste discrimi-
nation is insignificant now or absent in the society. 
Such persons you can identify as upper castes or men-
tally slaves. With full authenticity, it is stated that caste 
is still alive in disguise. Only, upper castes are not re-
sponsible for the continuation of caste system, socially 
created lower castes are equally accountable because 
they also observe caste in all respects. The dream of 
one nation can never come true until caste is abolished. 
Annihilation of caste is only possible if the paths 
shown by Dr. B. R. Ambedkar are followed in. To un-
derstand Dalit literature, its objectives, and its literary  

                   values, study of Dr.   ���>�3�6�5�<�2�C�ž�D�� �A�9�:�=�@�D�@�A�9�J�� �:�D�� �?�6�6�5��
ed. Since the very objective of Dalit literature is different, 
therefore, it should not be measured through canonical 
aesthetic standards.Dalit literature should be accepted and 
welcomed as a therapeutic learning because it has the ca-
pacity to treat the infected psyche and ill notion of the 
human beings. It should not be treated as a volcano rather 
as a medicine to heal the wounded civilization. But it is 
very sad that Dalit literature is subjected to discrimina-
tion like its creators. Often, it is not included in the sylla-
bi of the courses and it does not find space in the courses 
such as Indian literature, gender studies, women studies, 
and translation studies, etc. In some universities,it is 
taught but as special papers or optional papers. Rarely, it 
is included as a normal paper. Hope that it will get equal 
space in the syllabi in future.  
                            From its inception, Nagfani is catering scholarship 
of the inspired minds. Mr. Roopnarayan Sonkar is a ver-
satile writer who has dedicated his life for the equality in 
the society and healing the wounded humanity. Under the 
visionary leadership of Chief Editor, Mrs. Sapana Sonkar 
and Editor, Mr. Roopnaryan Sonkar, this journal is com-
mitted to publish original papers from the diverse fields 
of learning. The Executive editor, Mr. N.P. Prajapati has 
accelerated the publication of the journal working whole-
heartedly and energetically. Without his commitment, the 
publication of the journal would not have been possible. 
Contribution of Prof. Baliram Dhapse and Dr. Rajesh 
Karnkal also in the publication of the journal is praise-
worthy. I am thankful to the editor that I have been given 
opportunity to help in the publication of the journal as the 
co-editor. 
                                         
                                         (Dr. Santosh Kumar Sonker)  
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